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mission is the uplifting and betterment of man. She 
would never crimson the ocean with blood and our fair 
land with ghastly skeletons. We need no big standing 
army in times of peace. Cut down the army to the 
peace basis before the Spanish- American war. Give the 
$20,000,000 thus saved to the veterans that made the 
union of these , States permanent forty-three years ago. 

" The people whom I represent, living along the south- 
ern shores of Lake Erie (Toledo), want peace and repose 
and a fair chance in life's industrial battles. We are 
opposed to wasting the energies of business and com- 
merce in idle armies that consume our substance and 
produce nothing. We know the better way and we 
like it. 

" England and the United States for the past eighty- 
five years have shown the better way, on 3,000 miles of 
Canadian border, by an exchange of notes by which the 
' fleet,' the ' navy ' of both countries, on all the Great 
Lakes is limited to six vessels, none to be over one 
hundred tons burden ; and the land border does not 
have a ' fort ' or Chinese wall to ' protect ' its citizens. 
By this effective, inexpensive, humane agreement vast 
sums that might have been spent on armies and navies 
are used to promote the benign pursuits of peace. 

"No black-nosed cannon, on either shore, point 
threatening messengers of death at the great steel 
freighters that plow these placid waters, and no armored 
ships of war with idle guns and idle men will ever be 
needed to protect the freighted transports of peace, 
amity and prosperity. What we ask. what we have a 
right to demand, is that a part of the millions now 
wasted on armored ships of war and idle armies be 
devoted to the improvement of our rivers and harbors, 
to give impetus and opportunity to the advancing empire 
of a wholesome and beneficent industrial life. 

" Who says we cannot afford to do justice to the 
veterans because reckless extravagance and criminal 
waste have caused a disastrous money pauic, resulting in 
failing revenues? Cut down the enormous expenses 
and the way is easy. In 1890 the total appropriations 
for the support of the government totaled $385,522,367. 
In 1907 the total expenditures amounted to the enormous 
sum of $944,848,268. This includes the big deficit of 
$24,051,257 reported to the present Congress. Here is 
the startling increase of $459,325,901 over the appropria- 
tions for 1890 for a single year. These figures indicate 
a criminal waste of the people's energies, of not less 
than $300,000,000 for one year alone. And the indiffer- 
ence of the masses of our people to this unparalleled 
extravagance is one of the most discouraging features in 
the decadence of patriotic devotion to public duty. 

" The safety of the republic is in patriotic hearts and 
homes, and not in professional soldiers trained to kill for 
hire. A citizen soldiery established the republic and a 
citizen soldiery preserved it from dissolution. 

" The hour is due to strike the death knell of militarism 
and imperialism — twin devils of rapacity and greed. 
The hour has come to call back the republic of our 
fathers to its own. The hour is at hand to cast off the 
greed of empire and return once more to the plain 
simplicity of Jeffersonian Democracy. It was in the 
first year of the nineteenth century that the author of 
the Declaration of Independence rode up to our national 
Capitol on horseback to kill the deadening power of 



Federalism and start the new republic on its true 
career. Let us hope and pray that in this epoch-making 
year a second Jefferson will arise, inspired with the 
same irrepressible genius of Democracy, and redeem 
this nation from imperialism and militarism now sucking 
drop by drop the life-blood of a great, brave, patient 
people." 



The Churches and the Big Navy Craze. 

Several hundred of the clergymen of the city of New 
York, representing every religious body in the city, have 
united in a powerful protest against the proposed extrav- 
agant increase of the navy, which they have sent to their 
Senators and Representatives. They say : 

"We, the undersigned clergymen of New York city, voic- 
ing, as we believe, the sentiments of many thousands of Amer- 
ican citizens, earnestly protest against the extravagant demand 
for an addition of over $60,000,000 in the form of four new 
battleships, cruisers, etc., to the naval budget of last year, in- 
asmuch as no danger threatens the country not known last 
April, when President Koosevelt told the world : ' We are no 
longer enlarging our navy. We are simply keeping up its 
strength. The addition of one battleship a year barely enables 
us to make good the units which become obsolete.' Sixty- 
five per cent of the national income is now expended on war 
past and present. The increase of our naval budget has re- 
cently been used in the French Assembly as a reason for 
increasing its own ; is largely responsible for the increase of 
armaments among Asiatic nations ; and is well-nigh certain 
to retard the reduction in the armaments of the world for 
which we have so long been waiting. The growing discontent 
throughout the world at the appalling increase of waste of 
national resources must be heeded. We feel that this protest 
is the more necessary inasmuch as there are various new and 
effective methods now available for promoting international 
friendship and rationally settling difficulties, which these new 
demands seem to ignore." 

In the long list of signers of this noteworthy protest 
are the names of many of the most distinguished men in 
the American pulpit, men like Bishop Potter, Bishop 
Greer, Dr. Parkhurst, Charles E. Jefferson, Thomas R. 
Slicer, Rabbi Wise, William R. Huntington, Frederick 
Lynch, Charles P. Fagnani, William Adams Brown, 
Leighton Parks, R. S. McArthur, Henry A. Stimson, 
Ballington Booth, Frank O. Hall, J. Ross Stevenson, 
William Hayes Ward, Charles Cuthbert Hall, Leighton 
Williams, William T Sabine, and Newell D wight Hillis. 

A similar protest has been sent to Congress by a large 
body of the ministers of Boston. If this had not the 
great volume of the New York protest, it had relatively 
a larger proportion of the clergy of the city, and was a 
notable expression, signed by nearly one hundred and 
fifty ministers of all churches, and even more remarkable 
for the quality than the quantity of its signatures. 
Among these Boston protesters are Edward Everett 
Hale, Alexander Mann, Francis H. Rowley, Charles E. 
Beals, Charles G. Ames, James DeNormandie, Frederick 

B. Allen, Frederick E. Emrich, Edward Abbott, Luther 
T. Townsend, Christopher R. Eliot, Julian C. Jaynes, 
Charles F. Dole, Edward Cummings, Woodman Brad- 
bury, John R. Gow, Rabbi Charles Fleischer, Bradley 
Gilman, Joseph H. Crooker, Alexander McKenzie, Samuel 

C. Bushnell, Reuben Kidner, George L. Paine, Samuel W. 
Dike, William H. Cobb, James B. Brady, Lewis B. Bates, 
James L. Barton, Paul Revere Frothingham and Bishop 
Mallalieu. 

"It is refreshing," says the Boston Advertiser, "to 
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see the American churches waking up at last to the 
fact that the world's inordinate naval program presents 
a great moral issue. This protest of the clergymen of 
New York and Boston, with similar ones from other 
cities, is a memorable act. Our churches have too long 
abdicated their proper leadership in this imperative 
matter. This solemn protest by so great and eminent a 
body cannot be dismissed as careless or inconsiderable. 
The protest is itself a condensed and intense argument, 
which should startle the country into soberness. It is to 
be hoped that it is the forerunner of a hundred such, 
with sermons everywhere to match, rousing the American 
churches to a more worthy part in the most urgent serv- 
ice of our time. 

" For the war against war is the commanding cause of 
to-day, as the war against slavery was the commanding 
cause of the period before us. Mr. Carnegie put it rightly 
the other day when he said that the great duty of our 
generation is to put a stop to man-killing, as the great 
work of Lincoln's generation was to put a stop to man- 
selling. It would hardly seem as if this needed ,to be 
said to disciples of the Prince of Peace. Yet there was 
never a war so bad that the clergy in plenty have not 
been found ready to bless it ; and so many of them to- 
day are found ready to apologize for the world's crushing 
armaments and to boom the big navies, that it is little 
wonder that the plain people are moved to ask, as they 
have had to do in the face of the same men's attitude 
often toward lawless and corrupt wealth and other gross 
wrongs and public menaces, what the Christian church 
is for. 

" We see all the melancholy old phenomena of the 
anti-slavery struggle repeated. Indeed, one of the lead- 
ing religious journals of the country gave conspicuous 
place and apparent endorsement the other day to an 
article by an eminent college president in which, by way 
of plea for a stronger navy, he condemned as un-Christ- 
like the effort to abolish militarism, linking it distinctly 
with the old struggle against slavery, which he also pro- 
nounced un- Christlike. Christ would have taught us, 
he urged, not to war against the institution of slavery 
itself, but simply to try to make the slaves and their 
masters more honorable and faithful slaves and masters ! 
It was a grewsome reminder of a record of shame. If 
there be one thing for. which religious men should strive, 
it is that in the war against war, into the thick of which 
we have now come, the American churches may be saved 
from the mournful part into which so largely they were 
betrayed in the war against slavery. 

" It is a capital misfortune that our religious journals 
are so often in this matter the organs of compromise and 
timidity, plausible apologists for what now is or worse, 
and ingenious discouragers of reform, yet failing again 
and again to give just expression to what is really pro- 
phetic and courageous in their own religious bodies. At 
a time when the military and pension expenses of this 
republic are two-thirds of its entire revenue, with a bare 
third of our national resources left for constructive pur- 
poses, and when the world's most awful present problem 
is that of its burdensome armaments, we find certain 
religious newspapers declaring that the citizens of the 
republic, even the trained minds of the pulpit, men emi- 
nently charged with the shaping of public opinion, ought 
not in propriety to petition or protest upon this great 



matter, but should simply leave it to ' the government ' ! 
They are not called upon or are not competent to exercise 
judgment! Paralysis and anaemia in a democracy could 
not well go farther. These teachers must needs, of 
course, give the same counsel to the people and pulpit of 
England and Germany, whose governments are now 
engineering naval increases greater than our own, and of 
Russia, on the eve of building its new billion-dollar navy. 
Whether their logic would quail if the present demand 
at Washington were for fourteen or forty new $10,000,- 
000 battleships instead of four, it would be interesting to 
know. Is there perhaps some stage at which the plain 
people of the republic, or their bishops and other clergy, 
might properly in the eyes of these mentors do some 
thinking of their own on this subject, and respectably 
open their mouths ? 

" There is no such folly or pusillanimity as for men to 
indulge in pious declamation about the madness of the 
rivalry of the nations in their great armaments, which 
have now become vastly more a provocation than a de- 
fense, and then refuse to cooperate in any positive effort 
to check the extravagance. The only way to begin the 
limitation of armaments is to begin. 

" There is nothing whatever that is occult or esoteric in 
this question of gigantic armaments; to pretend that 
there is, is to deceive the people. To counsel a sup- 
posedly self-governing people to play the ostrich and 
bury its head in the sand is a hoary old trick, by which 
timid men shirk decision and by which any evil or good 
cause on earth may be helped or hindered. The question 
of the wisdom or the morality of these awful armaments 
and their mad increase is no expert or technical question, 
but a great question of public policy, upon which it is the 
duty of every thoughtful citizen of the republic, and 
especially every leader of public opinion, to form a judg- 
ment on the basis of known facts, subject to revision 
through any new fact, and to make his judgment felt. 
If he forms his judgment superficially, or expresses it 
carelessly, it is surely a grievous fault. More grievous 
is it to be so cautious as never to have an opinion on 
great issues, and especially never an influential one on 
the right or heroic side. 

" The capital recreancy of a democracy is to shut its 
eyes and ' call on Hercules.' A democracy which gives 
its 'government' blank cheques has ceased to be a 
democracy ; and the assumption that, in this day of pub- 
licity, on matters of the scope of that uuder discussion, 
governments have private knowledge pigeon-holed which 
affects the fundamental issues, may be dismissed. The 
President has no significant knowledge which he does 
not share, and which he is not under obligation to share, 
with the naval committee, which has to decide and to 
make appropriations ; and we are quite sure that Senator 
Hale would promptly inform any troubled clerical or lay 
mind that the essential terms of the problem are all in 
the hands of the public. It is not a question of access 
to knowledge adequate for intelligent practical judgment, 
but of political philosophy and virtue ; and it is reassuring 
to see the present energetic exhibition of virtue on the 
part of the clergymen of New York and Boston. It was 
high time that action began in the house of God." 



Remember that the Seventeenth International Peace 
Congress meets in London, July 27, and prepare to go. 



